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Request for Proposals

marketumbrella.org’s Crescent Fund benefits the “triple-bottom-line” at the Crescent City Farmers Market
What is the Crescent Fund?

The Crescent Fund is a pool of money raised at the market, used for social investment in the market community. The funds are gathered at the Crescent City Farmers Market through contributions from both shoppers and vendors. Shoppers who purchase market tokens with credit/debit cards are invited to contribute $1 to the Crescent Fund in addition to the $1 convenience fee that is charged for handling the currency. Vendors are invited to invest a percentage of their market earnings to the fund. With two markets a week, rain or shine, the contributions add up to create a significant pool of money. 

How does it work?

Anyone can apply for a cash infusion from the Crescent Fund! Complete the Crescent Fund application form. The marketumbrella.org board and staff will decide if your idea benefits the “triple-bottom-line.” Proposals that most benefit the “triple-bottom-line” will be selected for the election process. The market community selects proposals through a democratic vote at the market and online during posted voting periods. Applicants are welcome to promote proposals on voting days only. The community votes on which ideas to fund; votes are tallied from both the market and online; afterwards, cash infusions are announced. Each season, the Crescent Fund awards a minimum of 3 cash infusions of up to $500 each. After 6 months, the funds are returned to the market through time, talent or treasure. Those who receive cash infusions will also be asked to share their results with marketumbrella.org. Results can be shared through news clippings, pictures with a written description or another creative way that shares your story. 

triple-bottom-line – benefits vendors, shoppers and the wider community by building local economy, helping people live healthier lives and creating stronger communities.

cash infusions - like loans, but we don’t charge interest, or require that you pay us back in dollars! In fact, think of it as an advance on your own contribution to the market, in time, talent or treasure.

time, talent or treasure - three different ways to return your cash infusion to the Crescent Fund. In your proposal, please describe how you will return the investment: through time (volunteering at the market); talent (share your special skills; play your trumpet or bake cookies for the market); or treasure (return cash to the fund). Remember that voters want to see a fair return on their investments! 

Schedule of events
request for proposals: October 14, 2009

application deadline: November 6, 2009

voting period: November 11-17, 2009

cash infusion announced: November 23, 2009


Rules and Regulations
By submitting an application with your signature, you agree to the rules and regulations. 
1. Submit completed application form to the offices of marketumbrella.org via market, email, fax or snail mail

2. Applications must include name, business name (if applicable), phone number, mailing address, social security number/tax ID number and signature [electronic signatures are accepted]

3. Applications will be sorted by marketumbrella.org staff and board to determine which proposals most benefit the “triple-bottom-line”

4. Applications will be voted on by the market community and members of the Crescent Fund at the Crescent City Farmers Market and online over the course of two market days

5. Lobbying is allowed on voting days only, at least 20 feet from the voting booth, as long as it does not interfere with market transactions

6. By submitting a proposal, you agree that the content of the proposal may be shared publicly (not including personal information like mailing address, phone number, email, SS# or tax ID number)

7. marketumbrella.org may offer up to 3 Request For Proposals per year. For each proposal cycle we will award three or more recipients - with no award being larger than $500, total awards up to $1,500 per award cycle 

8. Cash infusions will be awarded to winning proposals according to election results

9. One cash infusion per individual, company or organization per year

10. Infusions will be awarded to recipient within 10 business days in the form of a check sent by mail

11. Recipients will be asked to share their results with marketumbrella.org within 3 months of the award of the cash infusion through a news clipping, a picture with a written description or another creative way to tell us how things went

12. Cash infusion to be returned within 6 months through time, treasure or talent according to application specifications

13. Awards to marketumbrella.org board members, staff members and their immediate family are prohibited

Send us your idea!

Complete the Crescent Fund application form and send to admin@marketumbrella.org; or drop off the completed form at the Welcome tent at one of the Crescent City Farmers Markets; or fax to 504-861-4489; or mail to the offices of marketumbrella.org at 200 Broadway Avenue, Suite 107, New Orleans LA 70118. Expect a reply within 2 weeks. If you have questions, please contact admin@marketumbrellla.org or visit www.marketumbrella.org and learn more about the Crescent Fund.

The Crescent City Farmers Market www.crescentcityfarmersmarket.org, 504.861.4488

Tuesdays Uptown from 9 am to 1 pm at the corner of River Road and Broadway Avenue Saturdays in the CBD from 8 am to noon at the corner of Magazine and Girod.

[image: image1.jpg]

[image: image2.png]crescent
fund
y



