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2025 Market Umbrella Impact Report

Market Umbrella is a 501¢3 nonprofit organization with a mission to cultivate the power of
farmers markets to drive economic and community health in the region. Celebrating our 30th
anniversary in 2025, we currently operate the three rain or shine, year round, producer-only
Crescent City Farmers Markets as well as a host of nutrition education and incentive
programming in New Orleans and across Louisiana. Despite substantial federal funding cuts,
our work in 2025 continued to support local foodways, incubate local businesses, and support
healthy food access in our community.

This success is not possible without the support of generous donors like you. Here’s what
you've helped us achieve in the last year:

Crescent City Farmers Markets

Markets have seen incredible growth over the past year, led primarily by the success of the
Sunday City Park market, which moved from the Tad Gormley Stadium over to City Putt in
February. As of 2025, we count ~250,000 market visits per year. These customers drive the
success of vendor businesses. The CCFM vendor network now includes 120 vendors. We work
to curate a balanced market that has a vendor mix of at least 50% agricultural products and
curate a market space representative of the community it serves. To this end, 49% of CCFM
vendor businesses are BIPOC owned, up from 28% three years ago, and 39% are women
owned.

During this program period, MU assisted 23 vendors with marketing/branding product
development and procurement, helping vendors to design and purchase logos, banners,
signage and labels to better promote their products at CCFM. In light of construction at the
long-time Tuesday location at Tulane Square, we temporarily moved that market to the beautiful,
waterfront location at The Batture. Finally, the LSSAC Technical Assistance working group
continued to formalize and promote coalition TA offerings, and launched a monthly e bulletin
which connects CCFM vendors to connect them to TA offerings provided by partners across the
state on a wide variety of topics.

Vendor survey results include high satisfaction with markets, increase in market revenue,
increases in acreage under production, and the creation of 43 new jobs by CCFM businesses.
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Meet Me at the Market

Our signature farm to school program, Meet Me at the Market provides free field trips to the
farmers market for New Orleans public school students. Last year, over 450 PreK through 4th
graders attended markets, engaged with producers and educational activities to increase
understanding of food production, local seasonality and nutrition.

Marketeers

During this program period, CCFM hosted 11 Marketeers activities at the City Park market, with
an average of 50 children participating each month. Activities ranged from building mini go-karts
out of seasonal vegetables, to seed starting. Kids take home fruits and vegetables, or plant
starts and learn about nutrition and local seasonality in a fun and engaging way.

Market Mommas Club

Our breastfeeding support and nutrition incentive program for WIC/Medicaid eligible pregnant
and breastfeeding parents, operated in partnership with Birthmark Doulas and NOLA Baby
Cafe, offers participants $60/month to spend at CCFMs after attending a breastfeeding support
group. Last year welcomed an 80 mom cohort from July through December. In addition to fresh
food access and breastfeeding encouragement, a key goal of this program is to foster a
community of support for breastfeeding mothers. To this end, MU hosted monthly meetups that
brought participants to market to engage with other community partner offerings including
goodie bag giveaways, Thrive Kids wellness programming, and chef led cooking
demonstrations. One mom stated, “The program was so uplifting to me as a new mom in
connecting me to community and validating my concepts of natural medicine and health that are
not always supported in the community or even in my own social and family circles. Thank you!!”

Greaux the Good

Market Umbrella has long operated the Market Match program, which doubles SNAP dollars
spent at CCFMs. In recent years, we’ve expanded the program by adding partners in New
Orleans including Barcelo Gardens, Grow Dat Youth Farm, the New Orleans Food Co-Op, River
Queen Greens and Veggi Co-Op. In 2022, Market Match in New Orleans expanded to Greaux
the Good across Louisiana, enabling partners across the state to offer SNAP and Farmers
Market Nutrition Program (FMNP) match at farmers markets, roadside stands, and mobile
markets.

Last year, Greaux the Good secured a four year federal GusNIP Large Scale Nutrition Incentive
grant. Coupled with support from the state legislature, we anticipate program continuity and
growth for years to come. In 2025, we added four new SNAP partners and six new FMNP
partners across Louisiana. In New Orleans, 3,249 SNAP transactions were matched and a total
of $113,979 was distributed. Across the state, partners distributed over a quarter million dollars
in SNAP match.

Produce Prescription
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In 2025, we worked with clinical partners across New Orleans to break down multiple barriers to
good health, concluding a three year produce prescription program. Clinic clients at risk of diet
related health issues were enrolled into a home delivery-based produce prescription program,
where over 700 patients received deliveries every other week of produce aggregated from
across the CCFM vendor network. The data from this project is being analyzed by the Nutrition
Incentive Program Training, Technical Assistance, Evaluation, and Information Center and will
be published in 2026.

Collaborative Partnerships

MU continued to deepen relationships with farmers markets, community partners, and food
system organizations across the state, primarily through the Louisiana Small Scale Agriculture
Coalition, which we cofounded. LSSAC is a group of organizations who believe in the
transformative power of food and farming. We equip Louisiana’s land stewards with
relationships and resources for an abundant local food system. As part of LSSAC, we provided
a wide range of technical assistance to growers, market operators and others, grants and loans
to agricultural operations, and hosted the third annual Louisiana Farmers Convening. Through
the Growing Local Collaborative, a New Orleans-based partnership between long-time
collaborators NOLA Food Policy Council, Recirculating Farms and SPROUT, we advanced work
on a project to move offices and operations to a shared space.

cultivating the power of farmers markets to drive economic and community health in the region



